
walk in peace so that the skills of warriors may not be
used except to deter those who would seek to harm us.
I ask this in the name of the Prince of Peace, the only
Savior of the world, Jesus the Christ. Amen. (109)

O N  I N D E P E N D E N C E  D AY
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Eternal Father, Ruler of all nations, on this day
when my country celebrates its birth, I thank You

for all spiritual and temporal blessings enjoyed in our
land. In Your mercy, You have sustained this nation in
times of trouble and preserved its liberties. Teach me
anew to treasure especially that dearly won freedom
of conscience and worship that is the cornerstone of
this country’s principles. Let me not misuse this liber-
ty nor forget that true freedom is freedom to serve.
Give me willingness to share in the process of demo-
cratic rule, to respect my country’s laws, and to work
for the preservation of its institutions. Forgive our
past sins committed as a nation in the name of mis-
guided patriotism, self-interest, or political expedien-

F O R  O U R  A R M E D  F O R C E S

R

OCreator of the universe, You did not form Adam
from the dust of the world so that his children

would spill their brothers’ blood in that dust. With
Adam’s sin came death, destruction, and war. Yet You
did not turn from Your fallen creation but embraced it
in the flesh of Your incarnate Son, winning our peace
with You though His death and resurrection. Still,
humanity rebels, and evil flourishes with wars and
rumors of war. Young men and women today protect
our nation in the profession of arms, even now serving
in places of danger, to shield us from the manifested
evil of terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and
other wicked instruments of Satan’s hatred. I pray, dear
Lord of peace, that You would protect those who wear
the uniform of my country and serve with courage,
honor, and commitment. Comfort and strengthen our
sailors, marines, soldiers, airmen, and coast guards-
men. Be with their loved ones who must wait at home
while they go to far and distant lands, answering the
call of duty. Bless the faithful ministry of chaplains
who go with them to proclaim Your Gospel and
administer Your Sacraments on ships and in foxholes.
Guide the leaders of this world that they may seek to
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